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Intent
At Willoughby, we share the Trust’s Mission statement:
 ‘to improve the life chances of pupils so they become true citizens of the world’ 
The academy vision is to inspire every child to achieve excellence in their learning and personal development in a happy and safe environment. By offering. a balanced mastery curriculum with a focus on developing communication, independence, skills for living and skills for life.
The breadth of our curriculum is designed with three outcomes:
1. To give pupils appropriate experiences so that they can excel and reach their full potential and are well equipped and prepared for the next stage of their education and adulthood.
2. To provide a rich ‘cultural capital’; 
3. To provide a coherent, structured, curriculum that leads to sustained mastery for all and a greater depth of understanding for those who are capable. 
Pupils study a focused curriculum as exemplified by the national curriculum from Year 1 and the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum underpinned by Development Matters in Early Years. The rich ‘cultural capital’ within our curriculum is designed to provide experiences that pupils need to deepen their knowledge and skills through out their education and beyond. We are ambitious for all pupils, recognising their uniqueness and rights as individuals. 
Cultural Capital 
Cultural capital at Willoughby is the way in which we equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.  
Cultural capital is defined as the accumulation of knowledge, behaviours, and skills that a pupil can draw upon and which demonstrates their cultural awareness, knowledge and competence;  it is one of the key ingredients a pupil will draw upon to be successful in society and in whatever their pathway after Willoughby. 
We work hard to build our pupils aspirations and expose them to a range of experiences which in turn will broaden their horizon and inspire them to aim high .
We recognise that for pupils to aspire and be successful academically and in the wider areas of their lives, they need to be given rich and sustained opportunities to develop their cultural capital. We do this in many ways, for example, through our curriculum, extra-curricular activities, trips and visits and careers activities.

A Coherently Planned Academic Curriculum
Our curriculum is a mastery curriculum whereby pupils have targets to meet by the end of a set period of time. Pupils repeat the content as many times as possible across the key stage and gradually deepen their understanding. ‘Mastery’ at Willoughby is not a style of teaching or a standard to meet. It is a concept of gradually deepening understanding. The aim is not to ‘achieve’ learning in a lesson as if this is a final destination. Instead, pupils are given multiple opportunities to return to content, over time, in order to gain a growing developmental understanding - Longitudinal learning. Logitudinal learning is designed to help pupils to revisit ideas and concepts in a variety of situations and to slowly develop an understanding over time. Pupils repeat the curriculum as many times as possible, in as many different ways as possible so that they develop a gradual and developmental understanding of knowledge, skills and behaviours.  

The aims and purposes of a mastery curriculum has four principles based on an understanding that learning happens over time not in a single lesson and that lessons are just part of the process of learning in which pupils’ understanding is nudged forward towards the end goal. The four principles are:
· Learning won't be ‘achieved’ in a lesson, ‘understanding’ will be advanced
· Lessons may have multiple objectives
· Objectives will be repeated multiple times so that pupils understand
· Not all aspects of the curriculum will be ‘taught’ but pupils will, nevertheless. Learn all they need to learn
Implementation
At Willoughby we are very aware that learning is not always visible in the short term and that sustained mastery can take a significant amount of time and over learning. Learning is planned for and designed with an understanding of each individual’s developing cognition to ensure that learning is accessible, manageable in terms of cognitive load and with the opportunity to deepen and challenge existing knowledge and skills.
Some of our content may be subject specific, whilst other content may be combined in a cross-curricular approach linked to developing life skills. Cross-curricular learning can be used where the learning reinforces and deepens the other curricular knowledge. Continuous provision, in the form of daily routines, sensory integration and therapies replaces the teaching of some aspects of the curriculum and in other cases, provides retrieval practice for previously learned content.
The curriculum is enriched through a range of planned for experiences, clubs, events, internal visits, performances and external visits.

Impact
The impact on our pupils is that over a sustained period of time each individual will have sustained mastery of the content that is relevant to them. That is, they retain the knowledge and are able to use it across different areas of life. We track pupil progress carefully to ensure they are on track and reach the highest possible outcomes possible.




